	New Leeds University Spin-out Company Will Help Patients To Understand More About Their Medicines

JULY 1st - LUTO Research Ltd. (www.luto.co.uk), a new Leeds University "spin-out" company, was formally launched today with the objective of helping patients understand more about their medicines and how to take them. LUTO will test the leaflets now found in all medicine packs, to make sure that they are clearly understood by people planning to take these medicines. This is known as user testing and is now required for all medicine leaflets, as a result of new laws being brought in by the Government today.

LUTO is the brainchild of a group of Leeds University academics led by Professor Theo Raynor, a highly experienced health services researcher with a background in pharmacy. He is Professor of Pharmacy Practice at the University of Leeds, having previously been employed in hospital pharmacy practice. Professor Raynor has strong links with people working in consumer medicines information, both nationally and internationally. His strong track record of research into medicines information is complemented by a focus which links research with practice. 

Commenting on the launch of LUTO, Professor Raynor noted: "This is great timing, given today's change in the law. LUTO will help medicine manufacturers create and test their information leaflets and the end result will be that patients will be able to better understand what their medicines are for and how best to take them."

The University of Leeds is one of the UK's top ten universities for research funding. It has an annual turnover of some £340 million and in 2003 had total research income of more than £100 million. It has been a pioneer of intellectual property commercialisation in the UK and was also the first to set up a dedicated technology transfer function.

For Further Information please contact:

Business / commercial queries: 07967 639935 / e: solutions@luto.co.uk

Technical / patient queries: Professor Theo Raynor on 07950 444304 / e: theo@luto.co.uk 


